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A sold out audience attended a unique, theatrical violin concert on Sunday, October 18, 2015 at 3 pm at the Shalin Liu Performance Center in Rockport, MA. The concert entitled SARA’s VOICE, sotto voce premiered some of the thrilling violin music once played by Sara.
Sara was a young Latvian violin virtuoso, with a promising career.  At the age of 21, Sara’s voice and instrument were forever silenced when she was murdered in the Rumbula Forest outside of Riga, Latvia in 1941, one of thousands of Latvian Jewish victims of the Holocaust. Sara is a symbol of the lives, culture, music, hope and promise of many generations whose remarkable and promising career was forever silenced.
The afternoon concert created, written and produced by Deborah Shelkan Remis and directed by Judy Braha. was performed by Diana Cohen, violin soloist, chamber musician and concertmaster at the Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra and Roman Rabinovich, an Israeli pianist and winner of the 2008 Arthur Rubenstein International Piano Master Competition. The performance highlighted Sara’s story through her music. Accompanied by Shelkan Remis’ narration, the musicians, breathed life into Sara’s story.  Following the concert there was an ocean view reception featuring a visual display of pictures and documents of Sara’s career.
The purpose of the concert was not to be mournful, but rather a celebration of a young woman’s promising career that was curtailed in the maelstrom of war and persecution.  At the end of the concert, Shelkan Remis shared a quote of Plato, embodying her passion for creating Sara’s Voice sotto voce as a musical event.  “Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the imagination and life to everything.”
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